World War Two

Key Vocabulary

Adolf Hitler
German leader of the Nazi
party during WW2.

Jerry

A common nickname for
Germans during the Second
World War.

air raid

A bombing attack where
explosives are dropped from
aircraft onto the ground.

Luftwaffe
The German air for during
WW2.

Allies

The group of countries who
fought against Germany, Italy
and Japan in WW2.

navy
The branch of the armed
forces which operates at sea.

Battle of Britain

The prolonged bombardment
of British cities by the German
Luftwaffe and the aerial
combat that accompanied it.

Neville Chamberlain
Prime minister of the UK from
1937-1940.

blackout

A time when all lights must be
turned off or covered to make
it harder for the enemy to see
their target during an air raid.

rationing

Allowing each person to have a
limited amount of certain
foods or commodities that are
in short supply.

billets

Places, often in people’s
homes, where soldiers stay for
a while.

Royal Air Force
The United Kingdom’s aerial
warfare force.

Blitz

A severe or sudden attack; the
German air raids on Britain in
1940-41.

Spitfire
A British fighter plane used
during the Second World War.

conscription

A requirement by law for every
eligible citizen to join the
armed forces.

telegram

A message sent by telegraph
and then delivered in written
form by a messenger.

gas mask

A protective mask work over a
person’s face to help breathe
without inhaling poisonous
gas.

Winston Churchill
Prime minister of the UK from
1940-1945.




