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A Landmark Year
After several years of planning and gradual expansion
on our old site, 2018 finally saw the move to our new
home, in whirlwind fashion over the autumn half-term
break. The rest of the year has continued in much the
same vein, with many old familiar activities and events
needing to be adapted to the new site, but also the
addition of new initiatives and experiences for the
children. The latter have included the Amasing show at
Storyhouse, the House of Dance show in Liverpool, the
Beauty & the Beast theatrical production, Art Week,
British Values day and a video conference with South
Africa.

Winner in the North West Regional Construction Awards, 2019

The outdoor areas are now also being developed, with the adventure play equipment warmly welcomed by the
pupils and work to develop a wildlife/Forest Schools area to be commenced over the summer break. The
expansion in pupil numbers also continued, with almost forty new pupils joining classes across the school over
the year (in addition to the Reception new starters in September). With the two-form entry expansion now
nearing completion (Year 6 being the only single-form year group left next year) we look forward to a period of
consolidation in 2019-20, while continuing to develop our curriculum offering and responding to the new Ofsted
framework in place from September.
Many of our new initiatives came to fruition during this last half-term of the academic year, as described below.

Drama
Miss Bunning’s Musical Theatre Club staged a first production
to be very proud of, setting the standard for years to come.
Children from across the junior classes acted, sang and danced
in two evening performances of Beauty & the Beast for parents,
with the dress rehearsal enjoyed by the school’s pupils during
the day. The choir also participated, and a beautiful dance
interlude featured the First Footers Ballet Dancers, tutored by
Mrs Bell. The confidence and talent on show was a joy to see –
many congratulations to all involved (including Miss Carpenter
who assisted throughout, Mrs Ward/Mr Jones who worked with
the choir, and Mrs Inchley for her artistic expertise).

Dance
Children from KS2 took part in a fantastic dance performance at Liverpool’s M&S Arena in June. This marked
the school’s first involvement with Chester’s House of Dance, to be continued next year following the success of
the after-school rehearsal club and spectacular show itself. This was an amazing experience for our youngsters,
and one warmly welcomed by parents of the children involved.

Music
Our commitment to musical education is unwavering, at a time
when it is under threat nationally. In addition to specialist music
tuition from Mrs Jessop in Years 1 and 2, all our Year 4 pupils
benefit from instrumental tuition with Music for Life tutors, learning
the basics of guitar, brass and samba drum in hourly lessons
throughout the year. This recently culminated in a concert at the
Northgate Arena, in partnership with the other local schools in our
CENS network who continue to offer such provision. Our pupils
showcased their abilities with brass instruments, their summer
term focus – they had clearly learned a lot, and the concert was a
great success.

PTA: Summer Fair
A super summer fair was organised by the PTA in June, featuring attractions old
and new, the most obvious of which (see right!) was a climbing wall that towered
over the entrance area. The afternoon featured superb performances from Bishops’
High band Soul Academy and First Footers
dancers, a visit from the Fire Service, face
painting, crafts, games and stalls, and also
provided an opportunity to meet local
councillors in the hall to discuss plans for the
parish. The fund raising was a great success
– similar events in the past have enabled the
school to augment our computing provision,
contribute significantly to the cost of the adventure play areas, and pay
for a host of other very welcome additions to our resources and
experiences for the children: thank you PTA!

Y5/6 Conway Centre Residential
Below are a few images of adventurous activities from the Y5/6 residential visit to the Conway Centre
(confusingly located on Anglesey – the name relates to a former navy training ship, HMS Conway). As always,
this visit provides safe challenge for the pupils and was greatly enjoyed – many thanks to the staff who
attended, giving up their free time, to make sure the visit could take place (Mr Cunnington, Miss Carpenter,
Mr M Jones, Mrs Mercer and Mr Jervis).

KS2 Behaviour Awards
The winners of the KS2 prize for the second half of the summer term are as below – and very well done to the
other children whose behaviour has been exemplary. Newgate were the winners of the house prize.
Y6 – Tilly Wedderburn
Y5 – Holly Goodwin
Y4 Lime – Charlie Hinde
Y4 Hawthorn – Sam Blunt
Y3 Hazel – Olivia Slater
Y3 Birch – Josh Chaney

Recent fundraising
British Values Day raised £280 for SHARE
School Council own-clothes day raised £430 towards the
Buddy Benches.
Many thanks for your support with these initiatives.

SPORT
Football
A fantastic season of football for our girls and
Y4 teams climaxed with their participation in
tournaments held at the Liverpool Academy
for the best Chester schools. Our girls’ team,
having claimed the runners-up spot in their
league, were also recently runners-up in the
Chester District Cup, in a final described as
the best yet by Chester area organiser Matt
Coaker. At the Liverpool Academy, the girls
were unlucky to exit at the semi-final stage,
after another impressive set of performances,
Y4 team: Liverpool Academy champions
and the Y4 team repeated their triumph in the
Cheshire games by winning the Liverpool tournament,
defeating Tarvin in the final. The cars home were clinking with cups and medals for both
squads – congratulations to all the players, and coach Martin Jones.
Girls’ team: cup finalists

Girls’ squad: Molly Bedford, Olivia Davis, Holly Goodwin, Eleanor Lea, Lylia Lea, Fariha Peer,
Hannah Pocock, Louise Wentel
Y4 squad: Sam Blunt, Cameron Broady, Dylan Green, Jack Lahive, Freddie Newbrook Hari Pritchard,
Jack Sanderson, Guto Thomas, Jacob Williams

District Sports
Our junior athletics squad, accompanied by Mr Cunnington and Mr Jones, enjoyed competing against 30 other
Chester Schools at the Ellesmere Port Sports Village in the recent District Sports event. The following children
represented the school with great commitment, with Millie Rees reaching the final of the Y4 sprint.
Y6 Molly Bedford, Sol Curran, Bella Delaney Davies, Jules Hudson, Hannah Pocock, Ava Scholes,
George Shelton, Amber Slater, Tilly Wedderburn
Y5 Holly Goodwin, Amelia Hill, Lylia Lea, Luca Low, Bailey McKenna, Kaylan Thompson, Amber Williams
Y4 Cameron Broady, Joe Curran, Jack Lahive, Hari Pritchard, Millie Rees, Louise Wentel, Jacob Williams
Y3 Cody Mercer, Zach Williams, Georgina Boulton

Cricket
Our cricket team performed well at the annual Kwik-Cricket tournament held at Boughton Hall club, losing at the
group stage to the eventual winners – well done to all of them:
Squad: Cameron Broady, Zach Coleridge Hughes, Olivia Davis, Mason Hughes, Akash Jagan,
Liam Malone, Harrison Pugh, George Shelton, Kaylan Thompson, Jacob Williams

Swimming Gala
Mrs Arnott accompanied a small team of talented competitors to the recent district gala, held at Christleton High
School. Congratulations to our pupils, who performed with great credit:
Squad: Olivia Davis, Jules Hudson, Harrison Pugh, Tilly Wedderburn

Sports Days
Both infant and junior sports days were blessed with glorious sunshine. With
lots of vocal support from parents
and pupils, the children enjoyed a
wide range of events, with EYFS
and KS1 competitors showing off a
range of impressive skills, and
Northgate winning the KS2 interhouse competition.
Classic egg-and-spoon skills in action

Victorious Northgate captains

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
Local libraries have again organised a reading event over the summer: this
year’s theme is Space Chase, and the event is already under way!
Please encourage your children to visit the library and sign up: see the
difference the Summer Reading Challenge makes to their reading.
Twenty Star Points will be given in September to anyone who
completes the Challenge!
Further details are available online, via the School Library page (Children tab
on school website) or at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/libraries.

FRIENDS OF CALDY NATURE PARK
www.caldyvalley.org.uk
The nature park group are hosting some upcoming events that may be of interest, as below:
Moth Watch: Saturday, July 27th (meet at the picnic table, 9am)
The moth trap will be opened up to see which species have been collected overnight.
A Walk in the Dark: Wednesday, August 28th (meet in the car park at 8:30pm)
Come and track bats and moths in the park – bring a torch!

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
Please ensure any changes to addresses, contact numbers etc are passed on so that our records are correct.
School Dinners/Snack
Please note that prices are being held for next year, except for juice (5p increase):
School Lunch: £2.30 per day
Snack: Juice 35p, Toast 25p and Milk 25p
Please remember to complete a dinner menu and return it promptly each week, to enable the catering
staff to order appropriately.
Naming personal items
Please name all uniform!
Please ensure your child brings a water bottle to school (also named).
SCHOOL CLUBS will recommence during the second week back (week beginning Sep 9th)

STAFFING
Miss Avery will be joining the school to teach our new Y5 class, Larch, in September, and Mrs Williams will be
joining us in Year 3 to cover Mrs Osholaja’s maternity leave. We sadly bid farewell to Mrs Wilkinson White, who
is returning to the south of England having been a great member of our KS1 team this year – we wish her well.
I would like to thank you all for the support you have given the school this year, through attendance at school
events (productions, concerts, PTA functions), supporting your children’s education at home, reinforcing the
school’s rules, assisting with our move to the new site and generally being active members of our school
community – it is much appreciated.

Mr Rose
We wish you all a very enjoyable summer break –
see you back in school on Tuesday, September 3rd

A landmark year: 2018-19

