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What better reminder of
the value of the natural
world, especially when
we can find it on our
doorstep.

From Steph Hefferan
CWaC Greenspace Officer
Everything has it’s place

In ecological terms, ‘everything
has its place’ is called a species’
niche – the role a species
fulfils in the habitat. The more
variety of habitat, the more
niches there are; the more
niches there are, the more
variety of species.
Caldy Nature Park is managed
to sustain a variety of habitats,
making the most of the natural
conditions found there. Ponds
and scrapes vary in their
depths to appeal to different
species; wood is left to rot
naturally to allow fungi, bugs,
beetles to play their role;
grass lengths are varied from
short amenity areas to long
meadow edges for different
wildflowers and insects to
colonise; all of which help
support the wildlife of the park
from birds, water voles, frogs,
toads – everything!. All have
an important part to play in
maintaining a healthy ecosystem.
Next time you visit the park,
take time to look at the
different types of habitats
and enjoy the smaller worlds
within.
Steph

Of course, the birds are
particularly active at this
time of year because so
many of them are raising
young; it’s a frantic time
for most of them.

Common blue damselfly @ Jonathon Barritt

Nature in Crisis

Walking through the Nature
Park at a quiet moment in midMay we took our time to stop
and listen to the birdsong. Did
I say ‘quiet’? The extraordinary
quadraphonic soundscape
of calling birds, from every
possible direction, was
beautiful and uplifting.

If you have any queries or
suggestions, please do not
hesitate to get in touch via the
Council’s number
0300 1238123
or email:
enquiries@
cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
It takes two

At home we have a basic
camera rigged up inside
the birdbox on the side
of the house, and for
the first time we have
been able to watch very
fuzzy images of a local
pair of blue tits making
their nest through April, followed
by nine eggs, which hatched over
several days in early May. At the
time of writing both parents are
feeding the chicks, although the
mother still spends quite a bit of
time each day sitting on the tiny,
bald (and I have to say, rather ugly)
chicks to keep them warm.

- continues

Hedgehogs In Decline

We worry about ‘our’ tiny chicks,
of course, especially this year:
a bizarrely cold and dry April,
followed by the brood hatching into
an equally bizarrely wet and cold
May, make me think that the birds
are faced with a bigger than usual
problem when it comes to raising
their young.
Although there were plenty of
butterflies in evidence in the April
sunshine a few weeks ago, both in
the Nature Park and in our gardens,
the same cannot be said of early to
mid-May. In fact, I have noticed a
shortage of spring insects generally,
and I wonder just how much fruit
will set after what may prove to be a
poor pollination season (keep your
eye on the fruit trees in the Nature
Park over the summer). By the same
token, I suspect the birds are finding
that the caterpillars their young so
desperately need may be in short
supply this year.
We are trying to help our local blue tit

Blue tit supermarket on the doorstep!

family out by feeding live mealworms
- from my bespoke home-made
mealworm feeder – and they love
having a blue tit supermarket on their
doorstep!

the arrival of seasonal food supplies
is no longer reliably aligned with the
timing of the nesting season (what
the scientists call asynchrony), with
consequent risks for bird populations.

Even if our local blue tit family make
it through the rest of the year, the
supply and demand balance for
British birds generally is cause for
concern. Climate change means that

Despite the sense of wellbeing we can
get from listening to the birds in Caldy
Valley, we must not forget that nature
is in crisis; the next few years will be
crucial.

New Members! Many thanks to :
Martin Kemp and Wodehouse Direct who design & print these
newsletters. Martin very kindly supplied us with 1,000 A5 postcards for
free. This was perhaps (or perhaps not) triggered by my giving him some
of the spare self-seeded cowslips from my garden recently to add colour
to his front garden hedge line and...
Our trusty newsletters deliverers who willingly helped deliver the
postcards to most of the areas around the Nature Park in Great Boughton
& Huntington. We have had a great response – 12 new members have
joined as a direct result with more pending. We hope you feel your
membership is worthwhile and thank you for joining us!

Update...
8 eggs hatched by 8th May, and 6
chicks fledged 3 weeks later. It was
rather gruesome watching mother
blue tit trying to heft the body of
one of her two dead chicks out
through an access hole barely large
enough for her own body, but she
managed eventually and discarded it
somewhere.
The morning of 28th May found the
remaining 6 chicks fit and well, but by
lunchtime all were gone. Job done!

Caldy Nature Park Friend
Barry told me recently :
“Just heard about this
new app launched
recently by an
endangered species
group.
It’s called Hedgehog
Street. It gives
information and
support about how to
help and encourage
hedgehogs.”
You can download it
free in the App Store,
IOS or Google. Let’s
hope we see a few
more this summer.
Fortunately, I have had one hedgehog
visiting my garden (a stones throw
from the Nature Park) again this
spring though I am not sure how
frequently. Like Charles I have been
putting out specialist (hedgehog) food
to help it survive in what has been
such a dry June making the finding
of it’s usual food, including slugs
and snails difficult. The food does
disappear overnight. We did actually
see the hedgehog eating it one night
but we also wonder if the magpies
take any left in the early morning
before we are up. I might need to
invest in (or self-build) a hedgehog
feeding station to keep it protected
from those who might wish to steal it!

- Charles Neame

EVENTS FOR 2021
•G
 ood news! Working Parties re-started in June brilliantly timed to coincide with Volunteers’ week
(1st to 7th June). Apologies if we did not inform everyone beforehand. The next one will be on
Wednesday 7th July. Meet at the car park at 9.30am. We supply tools but if you prefer to bring your
own together with hand sanitiser that is fine.
• T he Friends Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank all our volunteers who help us
throughout the year whether clearing, cutting back and litter picking or assisting in running the
events we have (in normal years). Without you we could not do what we do!
Subject to the removal of Covid restrictions we might be able to run an event later in the year.
Please keep an eye on the noticeboards where details will be posted when the situation changes.

Hedgehog courtship

Starlings in the garden

Full Of Such Urgency & Business
Following Charles’ comments about the difficulties our birds &
other wildlife face as a result of climate change & other human
activities I am delighted to report a successful breeding season
(so far) for our local starlings.
On 11th May “my” (visiting) starlings fledged and since then the garden has
been a hive of activity. There are fascinating to watch as they rush around at high
speed looking for food followed by their offspring calling for food. They are such
urgent, busy little birds with stunning adult plumage. I keep pinching myself as
I now have over 30 birds visiting on a daily basis to feast on my “very berry” fat
blocks and sultanas.
In the 1990s I recall counting 93 starlings on a neighbour’s roof. Then, over the
following decade and more their numbers crashed in this area and I had to go to
Butterbache Road to see any! During the last few years numbers have increased
but I only had very infrequent visits from one bird during the whole of last
winter. Our sparrows (from our sparrow nest box, at least 2 of the 3 holes have
been occupied) also fledged safely notwithstanding the horrendous amount of
rain we had in May. Both species have continued to feed fledglings along with
greenfinches and goldfinches whether second broods or staggered fledgling
times, I don’t know. It seems so much is against them these days.
We have lost 5 or more birds to the
sparrowhawk this spring. That bird thinks
we have a feeding station for it to help
itself to but I guess it has young to feed
too. It is just so sad to see the pile of
feathers left behind. We have also had
too many “window accidents” when,
presumably young birds, hit the windows
even though we have kept our curtains
partly drawn over the last month or so
and have “Bird Alert” stickers on many
windows. Fortunately they are not killed
Mallard in the garden
and they fly off but this could account for
some of those injuries eg damaged legs I see all too often. We have also had a
pair of mallard who come for a quiet bathe in our bird bath, not quite the size of
the pond but they seem happy enough! A very busy time all round with lots to
watch & listen to!

Summer Flooding
More issues with summer flooding to come?
After such a dry spell are we going to get
heavy rain, flooding and linked sewage
problems again? If so, Huntington Parish
Council Clerk Louise says : Just been talking
to the Environment Agency about various
issues we are having and they have asked
that the following message be shared with
residents : Please could I ask that you kindly
remind any members of the public who
contact the Parish Council that in order
for the incident to be investigated by the
Environment Agency they must report the
incident directly as soon as possible, so that
resources can be allocated and we can use
the information to highlight any reoccurring
issues and risks to the environment. Our
incident number is: 0800 80 70 60.

Greenfinches & “Fat finch” disease
(Trichomonosis).
Many of you will have seen these posters around
the area over the last month or so. The disease
referred to is very distressing and the person
responsible obviously cares strongly about it’s
impact.
The greenfinches & the other species mentioned that visit
my garden, have thankfully stayed healthy but I believe it was
this disease that caused greenfinch numbers to crash a few
years ago. Fortunately they now seem to have recovered.
However, one person I spoke to was unhappy at receiving
the poster through her letter box (she has bird feeders in her
front garden). Perhaps, in future, anyone who wishes to draw
the attention of residents to an important wildlife issue would
contact me or anyone on the Friends Committee. We can help
publicise appropriate issues in our noticeboards & via these
newsletters.

CAN YOU HELP
US PLEASE?
Although Covid-19 has been the cause
of all our events being cancelled since
early 2020 we have a new problem
that will impact on our ability to hold
most of our usual events after we get
the go ahead to do so.
We need more folk who are First Aid
trained who can be available to attend
events in the role of a First Aider. At
present, we only have one person who,
due to work commitments, is rarely able
to commit to attending events. The more
First Aiders we have the fewer events any
one individual will be asked to attend. So,
if you have up to date First Aid training &
can help at one or two events each year
please let me know!

Subscriptions
We are also very grateful to those of you who have paid your subs for this year whether by cash, cheque or bank transfer.
Thanks also to those of you kind enough to deliver or post your sub to me. However, there are still some subs outstanding.
Our newsletter deliverers will call to collect & hopefully catch you in if you have not yet paid. In the event you do not hear,
please send your £5 to me : Jacky Creswick at 3, Butterbur Close, Huntington CH3 6BJ remembering to add your name,
email & address. If you would like to receive your newsletters by e-mail or send articles, photos, poems etc for future use
please contact me at tika3@btinternet.com
We are really grateful to you all for your continuing support of the Nature Park and for those of you kind enough to add
a donation which, however big or small, will enable us to continue assisting the Greenspace Officer & CWaC in caring for
the Park.
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