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Exemplar questions for reading content domains

You may wish to use these to guide your questioning in comprehension sessions.

Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts
Draw on the children’s knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts. Discuss word meanings and link new meanings to those already
known. Initially, with simple word meanings, build to more complex word meanings and subject-specific technical vocabulary.

Ask:

Which word closely matches the meaning of the word .. ?

What does the word ... tell you about ... ? [setting, character, atmosphere, mood]

How has the author made you feel towards [character]? What words/phrases made you feel like that?

What words would you use to describe .. ? How are these different from the words you would use to describe .. ?
Why is this word written in bold/italics/capital letters?
How does this word/description make you feel?

Why do you think the author used the word ... to describe
Can you find an adjective that describes/shows you that .. ?
What other words or phrases could the author have chosen?
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Identify/explain key aspects of fiction and nonfiction texts, such as characters, events, titles and information
Questions will begin with identifying and discussing key features of the text, leading to explaining and making comparisons.

Ask:

Who are the characters in this story?

Where does this story take place?

Where do the characters live?

How does [insert namel’s character change in the story? What do you think makes them act this way?
Which part of the story do you think describes the setting best?

What happens in the story?

Discuss what a dilemma is. What dilemma do you think linsert name] faced in the story?

Which is your favourite part of the story? Why?

Where in the book would you find ... ?

How does the contents page help you find information?

Why do you think the author has organised the information like this?

If I wanted to find out about ..., which part of the text should I read?

In this book, how could you find out what .. ?

Thinking about the fiction books we have read, what do you think the common features are?
Say: Let’s think about these three non-fiction books. What features do they have that are similar?
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Identify and explain the sequence of events in texts
The challenge should be increased as the texts become longer, as the answers are not as prominent within the text, as the answers are
not limited to one page and as the questions are less scaffolded.

Ask:

* Where is the setting for this story?

* Who is the main character in the story?

What is the first/last thing to happen in the story?

What are the main events in the story?

Describe what happens in the beginning, middle and end of this text.

Say: Put these events, paragraphs or chapter headings in the correct order. Explain how you know.
What did the main character do in the beginning of the story? How did this character act differently at the end?
Why did linsert name and action] ... ? What was the next thing they did?

How does [insert name] save the day in the story?

Can you tell me which two facts you found most interesting/you didn’t know before?

How does the weather change in the story?

What was the problem/dilemma the character(s) faced in this story?

Which section tells you about .. ?

Say: Tell me three facts you learned from the text.

X
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Make inferences from the text (using reasoning skills to interpret beyond the literal)
As the children become more proficient with retrieval, they need to be encouraged to think more deeply and move into making inferences
from the text based on what is said and done.

Ask:

What does this sentence tell you about [insert name]?

Why did linsert name] do this?

Why do you think linsert name] was [surprised/happy/sad/angry]?

What words in the text suggest ... ?

How can you tell .. ?

Provide a sentence, e.g. ‘The puppy wagged his tail when he saw his owner’. Ask: Do you think .. [the puppy likes its owner]?
How do you know?

Why does this character look angry? What do you think they might be thinking?
Say: I wonder what linsert namel was thinking at this point in the story ...

Why do you think the author used this word to describe ... ?

How does the author show that this character is sad?
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Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
Developing prediction skills will begin simply with predicting what will happen next. It will then build to children using their knowledge
and understanding from what they have read so far to be able to make informed predictions and ask questions about what will happen
next.

* Say: Let’s look at the title.

* Ask: Do you think this is going to be a fiction or non-fiction book? Why do you think that?

* Say: Let's read the blurb on the back cover.

« Ask: What kind of person do you think linsert namel might be?

Ask:

* Where is the story set? Why do you think this setting was chosen? How do you think this will affect what happens next?

+ Can you see a theme starting to show in this story? Can you think of another story that you know with this theme? Do you think this
story will turn out in the same way?

* What do you think is going to happen to linsert namel next? Why do you think this? What clues are there?

« What lessons do you think linsert name] has learned from what has happened to them? How do you think they are going to
behave now?

* If the prediction turns out to be incorrect, ask why it did not turn out as it might have done.

* What do you think linsert namel will do next? Why?

* The children to imagine what an alternative ending might have been.

= What might a sequel to this story be about?

* What might have happened before this story started?

Deduction — coming to a logical conclusion from the information/evidence available
Inference skills can be built on further by going deeper into deduction and drawing simple, logical conclusions.

Ask:

* Why do you think that?

« How can you tell?

+ What evidence suggests that?

* Which word best describes how linsert name] is feeling now? How can you tell?

@ © 2021 Wandle Learning Trust. All rights reserved. Version August 2022.
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Skimming and scanning

As the children become more proficient with the skills of retrieval, skimming and scanning can be introduced to find information more
quickly and efficiently

Skimming — to obtain the gist or overall sense of a text

Scanning - to find specific information by looking for key words and phrases.

Greater depth of understanding can be built by developing the skills of connecting ideas, words and phrases to create meaning,

e.g. by identifying the main idea, summarising the main message, numbering events and deciding which statements are true.

Skimming
Skimming does not involve reading the whole text word for word, but uses clues from the text, including headings and illustrations.
Ask children to:

o Read the title, subtitles and subheadings to reveal what the text is about.

o Look at the illustrations for clues.

o Skim over the text, looking for key words

o Read the first and last sentence on a page or paragraph.

o Find information in a specific paragraph.

Scanning

When scanning to find important information, it is useful to look for key words or numbers.
Ask:

* How many children did [insert name] have?

« What four main ingredients do you need to make .. ?

Say: It was raining when ...

« Is this statement true or false?

« Which day of the week was ... held on?

« Can you order the following events?

+ Which of these statements are true?

H P Type here to search





