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Huntington Community Primary School

Geography in EYFS

	

	
	The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to demonstrate how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects. 

This document demonstrates which statements from Development Matters 2021 are prerequisite skills for Geography within the national curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for Geography. The most relevant statements for Geography are taken from the following areas of learning: Mathematics and Understanding the World.                                                                                                                                         
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Three and Mathematics + Understand position through words alone. For example, “The
Four-Year-Olds bag is under the table ~ with no pointing

+ Describe afamiliar route.

+ Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘n front of
and ‘behind.

Understanding the World + Usealltheir senses in hands-on exploration of natural
materials,

+ Beginto understand the need to respect and care for the
natural environment and allliving things.

+ Know that there are different countries in the world and
talk about the differences they have experienced or seen
inphotos.

Reception Understanding the World + Draw information from a simple map.
+ Recognise some similarities and differences between life in
this country and lfe in other countries.

Explore the natural world around them.

+ Recognise some environments that are different to the one in

which they live
ElG Understanding | People, + Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
the World Culture and observation, discussion,stories, non-fction texts and maps.
Communities |, g o1oin some similarities and differences between lifein this
country andlifein other countries, drawing on knowledge from
stories, non-iction texts and (when appropriate) maps.
The Natural | + Know some similarities and differences between the natural
World world around them and contrasting environments, crawing on
their experiences and what has been read i class.
 Understand some important processes and changesin the
natural world around them, including the seasons.





The EYFS Framework states:

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.
EYFS Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities/The Natural World (Geography) Skills

Locational knowledge

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

Place Knowledge

Man-made and Natural Geography

· Describe the immediate environment, using new vocabulary where appropriate.  

· Know the name of the road, and town that school is located in/on.  

· Talk about a range of contrasting environments within their local region.

· Look at aerial views of the school setting, commenting on what they notice, recognising buildings, open space, roads and other simple features.  

· Draw simple maps of their immediate environment, or maps from imaginary story settings they are familiar with.

· Find out about places in the world that contrast with locations they know well.  

· Use relevant, specific vocabulary to describe contrasting locations. Use images, video clips, shared texts and other resources to bring the wider world into the classroom.  

· Teach children about a range of contrasting environments within both their local and national region.  

· Share non-fiction texts that offer an insight into contrasting environments.  

· Listen to how children communicate their understanding of their own environment and contrasting environments through conversation and in play.

· Observe the natural world and how the seasons change, talking about the weather and seasonal features.  

· Note and record the weather. Use images and texts to share with children about the changing seasons.  

· Explain how children’s lives in other countries may be similar or different in terms of how they travel to school, what they eat, where they live, and so on.

· Model the vocabulary needed to name specific features of the world, both natural and made by people.

What Geography might look like in Early Years? 

[image: image2.png]Using programmable toys to move along a set route. Providing opportunites for to children to explore and get to know the local area.
+ Showing an interest in places locally and that they have been to and talking Talking to chidren about local landmarks and geographical features.
about these. Modeling the use of simple geographical vocabulary.
‘Sharing knowledge linked to Geographical interests. ‘Teaching children how to set programmable toys to follow a route.
Talking about where they live using simple geographical language. Teaching simple skils related to geographical enquiry, for example: recording on

« Following instructions which include positional language. atall, drawing a map, writing a set of directions.
« Drawing simple maps based on real and imaginary places. + Asking appropriate questions and providing answers so children develop
« Exploring maps, atlases and globes. knowledge of the worid around them.
« Using T o find out about other countties and the lives of other children. + Drawing large scale maps with the chikdren.
+ Sharing books about the world, weather, the environment etc. « Instigating games which focus on following positional and directional language.
+ Role-playing visiting places, they are interested in and would like to explore. [+ Instigating opportunities for role piay linked to other places the children are
+ Talking about how we can look after our planet. interested in.
+ Talking about differences and similarities between themselves and the lives of [+ Stimulating curiosity through providing interesting resources and artefacts.
others. + Considering prior learming when planning opportunities.
+ Regularly exploring the local area with interested adults who scafold their [+ Considering children's interests.
learning. + Promoting curiosity and evoking a sense of awe and wonder in relation to the
« Following routes on a car mat in small world play. natural and man-made world.
+ Wriing about and representing through art and technology places they have [+ Sharing knowledge about things we can do to protect out planet.
seen. + Encouraging chidren to say what they think and give ther ideas.
« Building models of buildings and geographical features i the construction [+ Providing opportunities for simple field work skils to be taught and appiied.
area. + Providing opportunities to help care for the local environment.

+ Taking partin treasure hunts using simple maps or directionallpositional
instructions.





Progression
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Locality

Engages in simple
activities to look

Information

Starts to follow a

simple one-part

o
includes positional

language.

Mark-making

May use marks to
represent home.
e.g. drawing simple
representation of
‘own house.

Uses some
geographical
vocabulary when
talking about places,
the world and the

environment. Can
identify key features
‘and share their

knowledge.

Can talk about key
places in their local
area and simple
regular routes such
as their joumey from
home to school.

Expresses views
about how to look
after our planet and
local environment
Contributes to
school led projects
inthe local areal
school grounds.

Engages with
information books.
and IT to find
information linked
to geographical
themes they are

interested in.

Follows instructions.
which include
positional and

directional language

and simple maps
tofind hidden items
and locations.

creates in response
to whatthey see
and leam out about.








